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MEPA/NEPA/HB495 CHECKLTST

PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

1. Tl11>e of Propoeed State Action
Construct an interpretive nature trail at Brewery Flats FAS

near Lewistown, Montana. This is a cooperative project with
t.he Brewery F1at,s Trail Commit.t.ee.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action

DFWP has authority to provide development for public
recreation on Department lands. 23'2-LOL MCA.

3. Nasre of Project
Brewery FLats Interpretive Trail

4. Name, Address and Phone Nr.rmber of Project Sponsor (if other
than the agency)

Fish′  Wildlife and Parks′  RegiOn Four′  P.0. Box 66■ 0′  Great
Falls′  MT. 59406.
Brewery Flats Trail Committee′  POB 987′  Lewistown′  MT 59457

5。    工f App■ icab■ e8

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date 」ulv。 ■998
Estimated Comp■ etion Date N/A
Current Status of Project Design (階  complete) 80を

6.   Location Affected by proposed Action  (county′   range and
township)
Brewery Flats FAS near Lewistown′  Montana′  Fergus County. TRS
(See attached maps and aerial photos).

7.   Project Size= Estimate the nuコ ber of acres that wou■ d be
direct■ y affected that are current■ y8

(a) Developed:
resident.ial 0 acres
industrial 0 acres

(b) open Space /
Woodlands /
Recreation acres
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(d)(C)

(e)

Wet.lands/Riparian
5 acres

Floodplain

Productive:
irrigated

2 acres

cropla
・
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acres
dry cropland
forestry
rangeland
other
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8. Map,/Eite plan: See attached conceptual desigm

9. Narrative Sr:mnary of the Proposed Action or Project including
the Benefits and Purpose of the Proposed Action.

The Brewery FIats Trail project presents an opportunity for
cooperation between several agencies and Ioca1 groups to create a
needed and valuable recreational resource withi-n Lewistown. When
completed, Brewery Flats Trail will provide a variety of outdoor
experiences for users of varied ages and physical abilities. It
will be the first. step in creating a system of trails linking
several community parks, schools and civic facilities across
southern Lewistown.

Site Description

Brewery Flats is located on the south edge of Lewistown, Montana.
Currently the site is owned by the Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks (FwP), and is used as a fishing access to Big
Spring Creek, which runs through the length of the property.
Brewery FlaLs is bordered on the east by Mont.ana Highway 238. On
the west it is contained by an abandoned railroad right-of-way and
private propert.y. The site is crossed east to west. by a single
power 1ine, and north t.o south by an abandoned ld" water piperine
which formerly served the City of Lewistown.

The site is an attractive natural area, and much of it is in
wetlands. Wet site grasses and standing water with cat,tails occupy
much of the site. There are also several areas of thickets,
composed mainly of willows, dogwood, hawthorn and choke cherry.
Several higher t,erraces support large trees, including cot.tonwood.
and ash.



Big Spring Creek was straightened through three-fourths of the site
in the early part of t.his century. Currently FWP is seeking
assistance to restore this portion of the creek to a more natural
meandering alignment through reconstruction.

In addition, the Montana Department of Transport,ati-on (MDT) has
proposed widening Highway 238 past Brewery F1ats. This project may
occur within the next five to ten years. Due to the steep
t.opography east of t.he highway the widening is expected to occur
primarily to the west, extending over parts of the present creek
channel. A roadside bikeway and trail- are planned as part of the
road widening project.

Project Description

The Brewery Flats Trail is envisioned as a 1ow impact accessible
trail through a naturalistic site, feaLuring the site and its
varied ecological elements. As such, it should provide minimal
facilities to access and interpret the site, while providing
protect.ion for the resource and user safety. The goal of the trail
is to provide a vehicle for outdoor experiences is both formal
educational and informal- settings. The Brewery Flats Trail is al-so
seen as the first step to be implemented in a wider ranging system
of trails linking several community parks, schools, and civic
facilities across southern LewisLown.

10. Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that, has
overlapping or additional jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:
Aqencv Name Permit Date Filed/#

Fergus County Conservation District. 310 Not yet filed pending

US Army Corps
need

Not yet filed pending need

(b) Funding:
Through the cooperati-ve nature of t,his project, in-kind and

cash funding will be provided by the Brewery Flats Trail Committee
and other cooperators

404



(c) Other Overlapping or Additional .Turisdictional
Responsibil-ities :

Aqencv Name Twoe of Resoonsibilitv

City of Lewistown Owns water line easement adjacent. to site

11. List of Agencies Consulted During Preparation of the EA:
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Fergus County Conservation District
MSU - Fergus County Extension



PART エエ. ENV工RONMENTAL REVIEW

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

COMMENTS ON
ATTACHED
PAGES

1. Terrestrial &

aguatic life and
habitats
2. Water quality,
quantity &

distribution
3. Geo■ogy & soil
quality′  stability
mo■ sture

4. Vegetation cover,
quant.ity & quality
5. Aesthetics

6. Air quality

8. Demands on
environmental
resources of 1and,
water, air & energy

9. Historical &

archaeol-ogical sites

. Unigue,
endangered, fragile,
or limited
environmental
resources

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumul-ative and
Secondary Effects on the Natural Environment:

1) Terrestrj-a1 & aquatic life and habitats
Effects on terrestrial and aguatic life and habitats will be

minimal. The construction of the trail will be a short term
ヘ



impact and because it is a nature trail- it will be designed to fit
naturally into the existing environment. The trail will not cause
relocation of terrestrial or aguatic wi1dIife. The trail will be
designed to enhance the learning environment of the area,
therefore contrj-buting to the social and education benefits.

4) Vegetative Cover, quantity and quality
Effects on vegetative cover, quantity and guality will be

mi-nimaI. The construction of t.he trail will be a short term
i-mpact. Existing vegetati-ve cover will be maintained as much as
possible during the construction period. Native species will be
used to reclaim any disturbed site with revegetation occurring as
soon as possible after diversity in vegetative cover of the site
and will be part. of the social/educaLion benefits.

5) Aesthetics
Brewery Flats is an attractive natural area, and much of it

is in wetlands. A trail system designed and built correctly,
would a11ow the general public to view and explore this area
without disturbing the natural environment. Puncheon trail
sections would open the wetland areas wit.hout any disturbance of
the habitat. Sweeping curves, bench locations, interpretation
signage observation blinds will add to t.he aest.het.ic beauty of the
Brewery Flats area. Several foot bridges will a11ow movement of
bicycles and walkers through the area and improve aesthetics.

9) Historical & archaeological sites
Big Spring Creek was straightened t.hrough three-fourths of

the site in the early part of this century. Currently, the Stat.e
of Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks is seeking
assistance to resLore this portion of the creek to a more natural
meandering alignment through reconstruction. During preparat.ion of
the Environmental Assessment for the streambank project, Montana
SHPO concurred that no properties on or eligible for NRHP appeared
1ike1y to exist wit.hin the project area. (See attached letter)
Steve Aaberg surveyed the enLire site in 1986 and found no
cultural resources. The t.rai1 system will include interpretation
signage describing the importance of history and culture in the
Lewistown area and so will increase visitors appreciation of
cultural resources.



POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

l-. Social structures &

mores

2. Cultural uniqueness
t diversity
3. Local & state tax
base & tax revenue

4. Agricultural- or
industrial production

5. Human health

6. Quantity &

distribution of
community & personal-
income

9. Distribution &

density of population
& housing

10. Demancis for
government services

l-1. Industrial &

commercial activity
12. Demands for energy

13. LocalIy adopted
environmental plans
goals

7. Access to & quality
of recreational &

ilderness activities
8. Quantity &

distribution of
employment



L4. Transportation
networks & t.raffic
flows

X X

15. Site specific
modification system
wide

X X

Narrative Description and Evaluatj-on of the Cumulative and
Secondary Effects on Human Environment:

Potential Impacts on Hunan Environnent

1) Social Structures and more
This project, when implemented and completed, will have a

tremendous positive impact on the social structure of Lewistown
and the central Montana area. As the natural beauty and
hydrologi-c function of the stream is restored, Lhe trail system
wiII al1ow people of the community, as wel-I as visitors to t,he
community, the opportunity to view and experience this natural
beauty. The trail system will a11ow this experience to happen
with greater safety for joggers, bicyclists, hikers fishermen, and
t,hose who are out for a casual walk in a natural environment. The
project will also enable t.he community to take a positive step
forward in achieving a community goal of enhancing recreational
opportunities on Big Spring Creek. Several community
organizations, through a visioning process, established the goal
of creating an education and recreational trail system along this
port.ion of the stream. When completed, unsurpassed environmental
education opportunj-ties will be one of the mosL long lasting
benefits of this trail project for this generation and generations
to come. Across to the stream, by way of this trail- system, is
the critical linkage between the curriculum development efforts of
local educators and t.he Brewery Flats St,ream Restoration Project
on Big Spring Creek.

5) Human health
When completed, Brewery Flats Traj-I will provide a variety of

out.door experi-ence for users of varied ages and physical
abirit,ies. walkers will benefit. from the safety of the traiI,
collect ones thoughts, and observe nature. Joggers, walkers and
bicyclist.s will enjoy the safety of the trail away from moLor
traffic. The trail- will- even provide access to fishermen who are
restricted to a wheelchair. A11 trails will meet ADA standards
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and be maintained throughout the spring, summer and fall-.

7) Access to & quality of recreation & wilderness activiti-es
When completed, Brewery Flats Trail will provide many

recreat j-onal activit j-es . Fishing access, walking, j ogging,
biking, and other recreational activities will be avaiLabLe to
local residents and visitors to Central Montana. These activities
will provide fun for all-. As stated before, this area is rich in
flora and fauna. The guality of t.he recreation and the
observation of plants and anj-mals will be a great area for school
and club environmental- st.udies. Access to Lhe recreation area is
within walking distance of several school-s in Lewistown.

l-0) Demands on Government Services - HB 495 Requirement. - Long
Range Maintenance of the Improvements.

This proposal will not add significantly to the commitment of
operation and maintenance funds for the Department because of the
cooperati-ve partnership envisioned for t.he project. The trail will
be developed to be low maintenance, agin with the community
providi-ng signif icant assistance. This sit.e j-s already regularly
visited by a caretaker.

1l-) Commerci-a1 Activity - HB495 ReguiremenL - Impacts on Tourism

Please see att.ached Tourism Report from Department of Commerce.

L4) Transportat.ion network & traffic flows
The Montana Department of Transportation has proposed

widening Highway 238. Due to the steep topography east of the
highway the widening j-s expected to occur primarily Lo the wesL,
extending over parts of the present creek channel. This will be
incorporated into the Brewery Flats Trail- creating several loops
in the area. A Community Visioning Plan has anticipated the
growth and extension of a trail- system throughout. the city of
Lewistown and beyond.

15) HB 495 Requirement - How this project relates to the entire
Fishing Access Site System, as a who1e.

This project will a11ow not only access but education and
additional- opportunity to visitors to Brewery Flats FAS. This
project will meet the multiple objectives of bot.h the FAS system
and the Department as whol-e including opportunity, environmental
educatj-on, diverse but appropriate recreational opportunities and
building communiLy stewardship for access sites and t.he fisheries
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resource.

2. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including
the no action alternative) to the proposed action whenever
alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and
a discussion of how the alternatives would be implemented:

No Action. The no action alternative would resul-t in no formal
opportunity at this site for environmental education. A unique
opportunity for youth and communi-ty education and stewardship
would be lost.

Project as proposed.

Our pref erred alternat.ive.

3. Evaluation and listing of
control measures enforceable
agency:

None.

mitigation, stipulation, or other
by the agency or another government

4. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an
EIS required? If an EIS is not required, explain why the EA is
the appropriate leve1 of analysis for this proposed actj-on:

An EIS is not requj-red.

With no antj-cipated significant impacts to the environment or the
public the EA is the appropriate leveI of analysis.

5.Pub1ic j-nvolvement for t.his project.

The ]eveI of public involvement j-s very high. The Brewery Fl-ats
Stream Restoration and Trail Committee organized in November
1,996. Monthly meetings have been held since that time.
Additionally, a public meeting held in December 1995 where Dave
Rosgen, renowned st,ream rest.oration hydrologist explained the
sLream restoration project, and in addition the trail project was
reviewed. The Ioca1 News Argus has featured numerous articles
abouL the project. over the last two years. Additionally, the
Lewj-stown Schoo1 District has been an active participant in the
planning and development of the trair to enhance the school
curriculum- The project has broad support of the community and



' is expected to enrj-ch lives of the 1oca1 citizens.

A thirty-day public comment period will begin on March 13,1998.
Notice of this proposal will be published in t.he Lewistown News
Argus and the Helena Independent. Record.

6. Duration of comment periOd if any:
30 days from announcement.

7. Name′  title′  address and phone number of the Person(s)
RespOns■ble for Prepar■ ng the EA:
Douglas Habermann′  Smith River District Parks Manager′  POB 6610′
Great Falls′  Montana 59406. (406)454-5857.
Ted Hawn′  Natural Resource and Conservation Service′  2■■ McKinley
St′  Lewistown MT 59457 (406)538-740■
Steve Paulson′  POB 987′ Lewistown′  MT 59457 (406)538-2255
Dave Phillips′  Msu― Fergus county Extension′  7■ 2 W Main′
Lewistown′  MT 59457 (406)538-76■ 1
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MoNTA}IA ETWIRoNMENTAIJ PoLICY ACT (MEPA) /Hg qgS

TOURISM REPORT

Proiect Nane:
Brdwery FIaE,s FAS Interpretive Trail

Project Deecription:
The Brewery Flats Trail projecE presents an opportunity for
cooperation between several agencies and 1oca1 groups to create a
needed and valuable recreational resource within Lewistown. When
completed, Brewery Flats Trail will provide a variety of outdoor
e:<periences for users of varied ages and physical abilities. It
will be t,he first step in creating a system of Erails linking
several community parks, schools and civic facilities across
southern Lewistown.

L2.8.604(1) ARM defines Eourism as the guidance or managemenE of tourisEs
(resident,s and nonresidenEs), who are Ehe individuals who make tours for pleasure
or educat,ion; and eit,e developmenE projects will be 6ent to the department of
coflurerce with a requeat, for review as co t,he impact,s on Eourism economy.
l,tEPA: Human Environment,. 11 :c. AlE,eration of tshe qualiEy or quanEit,y of
recreat,ion/t,ourism opportsunities and settings?

Coaaiderl.ag
deecribe how

tourisa
this

under A.RM rulea E-d UEPA IIuDan Errvironmeut 11, listed abowe,
ect wi■■ Lqlact the, tourism ecouoay:

Signature Date

Please return to Doug tla?'eruanrn, p.o Box 5510, Great Farrs,
59405.
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1420 East Sixth Avenue

P.0.Box 200701
Helena,Montana 59620‐0701

Mark Baumler
Acting State Historical Preservation Officer
State Historical Preservation Office
1410 8th Avenue
Helena, Montana 59620 .

RE:Brewery Flas FAS

May 26,1995

MICHAEL D. HORN
Assistant Culnrral Resources Coordinator
Design & Construction Bureau
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Attachment: None

Appendix 12
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DEPイ 群 1‖si,w‖:[肝1))ARKS

Dear Mark
The department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks is proposing a project at the Brewery Flats FAS,
Fergus Co., T-15N, R-18E, Sec.26.

The proposed project involves realignment of the creek channel from a straight alignment to a
more meandering channel. This realignment will greatly improve fish habitat for this section of
the Big Spring Creek.

A cultural survey was completed at this site by Steve Aaberg, Feb. 7, 1986. No cultural
resources were located in this survey. Thus, we feel this project will have a low likelihood of
impacting any cultural resources.

Please provide cornment on this proposed project.

Sincerely,

CONCUR 「
“

O PROPERI:ES ON OR ELIG18tt

FOR NRHP APPEAR LIK[LY 10
EXiST wiTH:N PROJECT IMPACT AR[′
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A concephal Design Reportfor

BREWERY FLATS TRAIL

Lewistown7 Montana
December 12′ 1997
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Site Description
ProjectDescription

■
Parking Area
Orientation/ Lecture Area
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T山
Sigs
Seating
Bridges
Observation Blind

ILLIJSTRATIONS
TypicalTrail Section
Puncheon Trail Section
Sdrentatic Trail Plan
TrailNode Detail
Observation Blind Concept
Blind Section Concept

EQNSf,RUCilON BUDGET ESItr\,IATE

Phase One
Phase Two

PI-ANS

ConceptPlan - Sheet 1
Context & Linkage - Sheet 2



Summarv

-

The Brewery F1ats Trail project presents an opportunity-for-cogperation between
several agericles and tocil groufs to create a n&ded and valuable recreational
resourceivithin Lewistown. When completed, Brewery Flats Trail will provide a
variety of outdoor experiences for usersbf varied ages andphysical abilities. It will
be the first step in crelting a system of eails linking several crcmmunity pilk,
sdtools and civic facilities across southern Lewistown. :.

Site Descrintion

Brewery Flats is located on the south edge of Lewistonm, Montana. Curently the
site is owned by the Montana Deparhent of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP), and is
used as a fishing acress to Big Spiiog Creek, whidr nrns through the length of the
property. Brewery Flats is bordered on the east by Montana Highway 238. On the
west it is crcntained by an abandoned railroad right-of-way and private property. The
site is crossed east to west by a single power line, and north to south by *
abandoned 15" water pipeline which fomrerly served the City of kwistown.

The site is an attractive natural area, and much of it is in wetlands. Wet site grasses
and standing water with cattails occupy much of the site. There are also several
,reas of thicket, composed mainly of willows, dogwood hawthorn and choke.h"t ),.
Several higher terraces support large trees, induding cottonwood and ash.

Big Spring Creek was straightened through three fourths of the site in the early part
of this c€ntury. Curently FWP is seeking assistance to restore this portion of the
creek to a more natural meandering alignmmt through reconstmction. While the
exact desrgn of the recreated stream charurel is unlnown at this time, a conceptual
alignment generated by preliminary FWP work sessions is shown on the Concept
Plan, sheet 1. In addition, the Montana Departrrent of Transportation (MDT) has
proposed widerting Highway 238 past Brewery Flats. This project may occur within
the next five to ten years. Due to the steep topography east of the highway the
widening is expected to ocorr primarily to the lvest, extending over parts of the
present creek drannel. A roadside bikeway and trail is planned as part of the road
widening project.

Proiect Descrintion

,The Brewery Flab Trail is envisioned as a low impact accessible trail through a
naturalistic site, featuring the site and its varied ecological elements. As such it
should provide minimal facilities to access and interpret the site, while providing
protection for the resource and user safety. The goal of the trail is to provide a
vehide for outdoor experiences in both formal educational and informal settings.
The Brewery Flats Trail is also seen as the first step to be implemented in a wider
ranglng system of eails linking several community parks, schools and civic facilities
across southern Lewistown, refer to sheet 2, Context and Linkage.



The Brewery Ha"Trailis proposed for consmction in two PhaseS・ Phase one win
extend“mithe existing parking area near山3 cellter of ale site nO山 to Ash Streeち
refer to sheet lメ Concept Plano Colshction ofthe roadside bikeway and ttail along
Highway 238輛Ш complete a loopedヒ ail ttm Ash Sttet back to dle pttnng area。
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Big Spring Creよ′a wildlife observatton

譜慇慧駕忠駄翼緊f whiぬ
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Brewery Flats Trail
Development Prograrn - December 12,1997

Parking Areao retain existing location, revise layout. gavel surfacing
- parking for 5 cars + 1 HC
- parking for 1 buss/oversize RV

o interpretive signage
- steel tubing posb, self rusting finish
- etdred metallic or fiberglass signboards for graphics & text

Seating
. heavy rustic log style

Bridges
o two bridges created using existing railcar beds

- add railings
- new decking

Observation 'Blind"
o designed for security. low endosure wall

ADA accessible surfaced pad for 1 HC vehide parking

Orientation/ Lecture Areao natural grass area large enough for 4O people
- wood bollards for definition & vehide crontrolo interpretive kiosk with orientation information

meander along edges of different ecological iueas
provide stream ac'cess
- acress sEeam at several points
- do not route main trail along stream bank
lldes alonglrail prgvide spac€s for extended viewing/seating
ADA acrcessible surfacing
dry site trail dosely matdres existing grades
wet site trail is built up to provide firm eail section
linkage
- to proposed roadside trail/bikeway
- to schools and other civic centers idmtified longer range

mounting heights per ADA
orientation signage provided
- steel tubing posts, self rusting finish
- routed wood signboards, M standard
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‐      CMUs枷 口ucme
―    nabШral stone veneer ionl nearby historic qu町
_    wan.nounted interpretive signage possible

seating for larger groups
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